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falls into it; and thence we pass through the high gateway, and
enter the main artery of the town.

It is a broad and level road, having on its left the walls of
the palace gardens, overtopped here and there by young date
trees, for this plantation is quite recent, and the work of the
present reign only; on its right a succession of houses, scattered
among gardens of older growth and denser vegetation ; the trees
overhang the walls, and we are glad to avail ourselves of their
deep dark shade. Doheym entertains me with descriptions of
Nejed and gaseem, and extols in no measured terms the land
of his birth; he has seen too the Wahhabee monarch in person,
though not in Ri'ad his capital. Thus we beguile a quarter of
an hour's leisurely walk (it were superfluous to say that no one
hurries his pace in these semi-tropical regions, especially in
the month of August), till we reach an open space behind the
palace garden, where a large and deep excavation announces
the Maslakhah, or slaughter-house (literally " skinning-place ")
of the town butchers. In any other climate such an establish-
ment would be an intolerable nuisance to all neighbours if thus
placed within the city limits, and right in the centre of gardens
and habitations. But here the dryness of the atmosphere is
such that no ill consequence follows; putrefaction being effec-
tually anticipated by the parching influence of the air, which
renders a carcass of three or four days' standing as inoffensive
to the nose as a leather drum; and one may pass leisurely by
a recently deceased camel on the road-side, and almost take
it for a specimen prepared with arsenic and spirits for an
anatomical museum.

At this point the street leads off to the interior of the capital
The part hitherto traversed on our walk is the new quarter, and
dates almost entirely from the accession of the actual dynasty;
but now we are to enter on the original town of I.Ia'yel, where
everything announces considerable though not remote antiquity.
The two main quarters which form the old city are divided by
a long road, narrower and less regular than that we have yet
followed. Nor was this line of demarcation more to indicate
a division of the buildings than of the inhabitants, split up as
they formerly were by civil and internecine hostility. But to
this the strong hand of Ebn-Rasheed has at last put an end.
Right and left crossways, branching out off the main path, lead